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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

The Diocese comprises of 72 parishes 
scattered in 5 districts namely Musoma 
Urban and Rural, Serengeti, Butiama and 
Bunda. We have 96 vicars in the entire 
Diocese who work very hard proclaiming 
the word of God all over the Diocese. We 
have been able to start new churches in 
various parts of the region which include 
Nafuba Island in Lake Victoria, Nyakitono, 
Nyamswa, Hunyari, Msati, Siroli Simba, 
Mumahare,Nyasana, Mrishosanga and 
Gukolomo. Christians of these areas strive 
to build churches so as to have places to 
worship from.

THE SLOGAN/THEME OF THE MARA DAY 2023

This year our slogan comes from ACTS 20: 35 which emphasizes that o�ering our 
lives to God is the only way of receiving the blessings from Him.
‘In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’.’

Christians listening to sermons in  St. John cathedral  during the 
service to close the congress of Mara Day.

Mothers’ union  choir of Buhemba parish siging during the service.

Men's choir singing during the service, Bishop George 
Okoth  is a member of this choir.
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The celebrations of the 38th anniversary of the 
birth of the Diocese of Mara began on 
05/10/2023, More than 1000 Christians from six 
archdeaconries arrived at St. John’s cathedral 
with the celebrations commencing with a 
peaceful rally in the city of Musoma and its 
suburbs where Christians walked together led 
by security guards on the road while 
announcing the activities carried out by the 
diocese including announcing the schools and 
colleges owned by the Anglican Church Diocese 
of Mara.

The rally was concluded by being received by 
the o�cial guest who was Rev.Eddie 
Scrase-Field from England together with  Bishop 
Dr.George Okoth accompanied by senior 
leaders of the Diocese.
After receiving the rally , the Bishop and all the 
guests visited the exhibition booths of all the 
centers owned by the church and had the 
opportunity to buy products and see creativite 
performances by students of the schools in 
academic exhibitions, and various products 
produced by our institutions, including 
harvested honey and cooking oil from the 
sun�ower crop produced at the BRAC farm. 

After lunch the o�cial guest pastor Eddie Scrase 
led by his host  Bishop Dr George Okoth gave a 
speech and o�cially opened the celebration of 
Mara Day.

The second day started with the morning 
service where many Christians participated 
and then continued with a day  before 
receiving the visit of the Bishop of Rorya 
Diocese who arrived at the celebration. 
In the evening Christians participated in 
various games such as football, hoops and 
volleyball as as a symbol of building unity 
and cooperation within the church
Saturday was a big day. All the choirs sang a 
special song that carried the message of the 
celebration, the message came  from the 
book of Acts 20:35.
32 choirs participated and it was wonderful 
to experience God through this worship.

MARA DAY celebrations were concluded on 
Sunday with a holy service led by  Bishop Dr 
George Okoth. The bishop handed over a 
sewing machine bought by Christians by 
donating money for a disabled young girl 
who is in the Buramba choir.

Bishop Dr. George Okoth handing over tools and clothes for 
sewing clothes to Juliana who was disabled after having her leg 
amputated due to cancer, Juliana is a member of  Buramba  
parish choir .

By Nguti M  Nguti

MARA DAY CELEBRATION



 Continuing student from Ardhi 
University sponsored by 

Compassion International, St John’s 
Cathedral demonstrates housing 

architecture to the guest of honour  
Rev Eddie Scrase.

News in Pictures

The bishop gives a gift of a Bible 

to two Act Shalom school pupils 

after preaching.

Bishop Dr.George Okoth, Bishop’s wife Mum Janeth Okoth, Rev Canon Eddie Scrase, pastors 
and some Christians in a group photo after the service at St Johns Cathedral Musoma.

Rev Dr. Eddie Scrase had hands 
laid on him in front of the 

church and entered the rank of 
Canon of the Diocese of Mara. 
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Mara Link Officer  
Visits United 

Kingdom Partners

I am �lled with joy and gratitude as I share with 
you the blessings of my recent visit to the Diocese 
of Leeds, a long term partner with Mara Diocese. It 
was a journey that not only traversed 
geographical boundaries but also transcended 
the borders of our hearts, uniting us in the love of 
Christ.
Together with Bishop Moses Yamo of Rorya 
Diocese and L/C Arthur Mauya (the former Link 
O�cer), one of the highlights of the visit was the 
opportunity to visit the parishes that are linked 
between Mara/Rorya Dioceses and Leeds Diocese.

 I was honoured to visit St Mary’s Ovenden  which 
is linked to St Mark’s Kemgesi, St. Mary’s 
Luddenden linked to St. Mary’s Mmazami, St. 
John’s Rastrick linked to Nyakiswa Parish, St Anna  
Wrenthorpe linked to Bwasi Parish and St. 
George’s Lupset linked to Mkirira and Kyamajoje 
parish. It was heartening to see how these 
connections have blossomed into meaningful 
partnerships, enriching the lives of the 
communities involved for over three decades.  

About 35 years ago, parishes in Leeds were 
intertwined with parishes in the diocese of Mara 
in a beautiful course of prayer and support. 
Sharing the love of brothers and sisters in Christ 
has been a humbling experience. Through the 
years, we have held each other up in prayer, 
strengthening the bonds of faith that connect us 
across the miles in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

 During my visit, I had the opportunity to 
visit Church of England schools, like   
Ackworth Howard CE Junior and Infant 
School. The connection between this 
school and Mshikamano A. Primary 
School in Mara was a testament to the 
power of friendship and shared values. It 
was truly inspiring to witness how these 
schools cherish the love they have for 
each other, fostering a sense of unity that 
transcends cultural and geographical 
di�erences.

Also, I had the privilege of attending 
various events, from joyous 
get-togethers to heartfelt barbecues. 
These occasions not only celebrated the 
bonds we share but also provided a 
platform to discuss and raise awareness 
about the numerous activities supported 
by our friends in Leeds. The collective 
e�orts in these gatherings were a 
testament to the strength of our 
partnership and the positive change it 
brings to both dioceses.

One aspect that touched me deeply was 
the focus on the most vulnerable in our 
society. I had the honour of shedding 
light on the improvements made in the 
lives of the neediest group of girls under 
the care of the Mara Diocese, speci�cally 
at The Safe House
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The strides taken to uplift and empower 
these young lives showcased the 
transformative power of our collaboration. 
With all these I cannot forget to mention 
our friends from Aireborough Rotary Club, 
who accepted to support the Safe House, 
Rastrick church members who organized 
co�ee Morning to raise fund for buying 
sewing machine to support girls from 
Nyakiswa parish.
As we continue to build bridges of faith 
and friendship, let us carry the spirit of this 
journey with us. Our global family in Christ 
reminds us that, though miles apart, we 
are one in love, prayer, and support. May 
these bonds strengthen our resolve to 
walk together in faith, knowing that we are 
upheld by the prayers and love of our 
brothers and sisters across the World.
May the bonds between the Diocese of 
Mara and Leeds Diocese continue to 
�ourish, and may our shared journey be a 
beacon of hope and inspiration for others 
around the world.

Rev Michelle Petch  receiving  gift from 
their Parish link  (Nyakiswa of  Mara 
diocese ) Presented by  Melina

Melina with Michael Walker the Head 
Teacher of Ackworth Howard School UK 
and a group of Pupils.Melina visited St Mary's church Luddenden 

linked with St Mary's Mmazami from Mara 
Diocese
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Mara Diocese has enjoyed a partnership with the 
Parish of Battyeford in Hudders�eld a large town in 
the Diocese of Leeds since 1988. 
You can read more about Battyeford at 
https://christ-the-king.co.uk/the-diocese-of-mara

During my visit to the UK in the Diocese of Leeds, I 
attended the Evening Sunday service at Battyeford 
– Christ the King. More than 50 friends gathered for 
the Mara Friends Service organized by Bishop Tony 
Robinson- Bishop of Wake�eld. The occasion 
served as a much-anticipated reunion for the 
Leeds - Mara friends, eager to hear updates from 
Mara, after a long time pause  due to the 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Moreover, it served as a warm welcome for Bishop 
Musa Yamo Masala of Rorya Diocese and myself, 
Melina Galibona, the new Mara Diocese Link 
O�cer, and an opportunity for Leeds to farewell 
the retired link o�cer, L/C Arthur Mauya.

The event resonated with a spirit of community, 
drawing attendees from various parishes in Leeds. 
Notable �gures present included, Rev. Stephen 
Rochell, and Oriel Kelly, Bill and Maureen Jones, 
who founded the Issenye Secondary School, Gill 
and Dave Johnson, and Graham & Oriel Kelly from 
St. John's Rastrick, Dr. Allan and Jessy Dawson from 
Coley, L/Canon Keith Rowe from St. Mary’s 
Luddenden, Bill Anderson and others.

Addressing the gathering as the new 
link o�cer, I emphasized the Mara 
Diocese's focus on developing projects 
such as schools that nurture young 
minds with education and Christian 
values. Our vision extended to 
enhancing communication between 
parishes through email and WhatsApp 
and exchange visits between Leeds and 
Mara.

During my talk, I urged my fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ to 
continue praying and supporting the 
Anglican Church – Diocese of Mara, 
children deprived of education, social 
needs, and vulnerable to discrimination 
and exploitation—speci�cally referring 
to the Safe House center. 

I concluded by saying that “My dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ let's unite 
our e�orts, join hands together 
shoulder to shoulder and save the 
children who are the future world”.
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As Proverbs 22.17 says, ‘A joyful heart is good medicine, 
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones’. 

My second visit to Mara diocese was full of joy that 
was indeed ‘good medicine’ for my heart. From the 
moment I arrived I was blessed by the vibrant 
delight in the Lord from the people of Mara. 
It was such a privilege to be the guest of honour at 
Mara Day, to see brothers and sisters, young and old, 
lined up outside the cathedral to process in under 
the cross of Jesus. I was impressed by the breadth of 
ministry seen in the stalls displaying the gospel work 
across the diocese, and the unforgettable dancing 
and singing that seemed to accompany everything. 

Mara Day �nished with a spectacular Sunday 
worship service at Musoma cathedral - a deeply 
humbling experience for me as I was installed as a 
Canon. I was invited to preach and chose the Good 
Shepherd from John 10.1-18, where Jesus shows us 
his all-encompassing ministry as the one who 
knows, leads, feeds, protects, brings and loves the 
sheep. 
Accompanied by David Halford a regular visitor and 
supporter of Mara diocese, we were taken by the 
Mothers Union to see some of the nursery schools 
that St John’s Church Blackheath are partnered with. 
Again the joy of the children was vibrant and we 
were mesmerised by their singing. Not wishing to 
miss out, we had our chance to teach them some 
English Christian songs! Meeting these children was 
a reminder of the simplicity of faith for we all come 
to Jesus like little children.
We also had an opportunity to visit Bunda Bible 
College (BBC) and again the strength of their 
welcome was overwhelming.

An unforgettable trip!
Canon Dr Eddie Scrase-Field 

(Vicar of St John’s Church, Blackheath, London)

It was wonderful to see the way the 
Lord has blessed the building work 
through Anglican Aid giving a positive 
future for the ongoing development 
and training of students for the 
ministry. In a Q and A time with the 
students I was struck by the depth of 
their questions, especially their 
concerns on how to pastorally apply 
the teaching of scripture. 

There is so much I could mention, not 
least GoMAD’s wonderful hosting and 
team, the Rehema Project of justice to 
women giving a voice to the voiceless. 

“Mara is a beautiful place with beautiful 
people created in God’s image. Thank 
you all for reminding my heart of the 
joy of the Lord. “

Lastly, I wish to express my thanks to 
Bishop George for his kindness in the 
Lord Jesus and to all the joyful people 
of Mara diocese who made this an 
unforgettable trip!  

Rev Dr Eddie Scrase being installed by the Bishop as 
a Canon of the Diocese of Mara at St Johns’ 
Cathedral Musoma.
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The Diocese of Mara has had a very good 
relationship with the Diocese of Leeds for a very 
long time. It is reported this is the oldest diocese 
to diocese link between the Church of England 
and any overseas diocese. The link is based on 
praying and supporting each other. 

20 Anglican Schools in the United Kingdom  
support  40 Government schools in Mara 
Diocese. Among the major areas of practical 
assistance undertaken  by these schools in UK 
are the following:
 
Ragata Primary School received 40 desks from 
Crigglestone St James CE Academy which 
supports almost 80 students who were sitting 
down and writing on their laps for a very long 
time.

We thank Tim (HeadTeacher-ST.James) ,for 
ensuring that the relationship between these 
two schools is strengthened.

Buhemba Primary School which received 50 
bags of cement, clay and mothballs from 
Darrington CE Primary School to finish the 
renovation of the kindergarten class that more 
than 60 children use.

Mshikamano Primary School :We thank Michael 
the Head Teacher of Ackworth Howard Church 
of England (VC) Junior and Infant School for the 
sincere love that his school showed by providing 
essential needs to the students of Mshikamano 
Primary School in parallel with his school giving 
gifts of computers, textbooks, utensils for 
cooking and eating lunch when they are at 
school and balls for the children to play.  

Etaro Primary School is among the schools 
that benefited from schools in the UK. A 
long time relationship with St.Andrews 
School has has seen the students and staff 
support  60 children who were also sitting 
on the ground while learning. 

Another school is TARANI Primary school, 
which was also lucky enough to receive a 
computer gift to facilitate teaching and 
exam preparation as well as maintaining 
student information from Alverthorpe St 
Paul’s School in UK.
We are very grateful to God for the grace of 
good friends who have been with us for 
many years, and we pray for these 
relationships to continue.

We routinely pray for Leeds Diocese and 
give thanks to God for your partnership with 
Mara Diocese.
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TANZANIA GOVERNMENT  SCHOOLS  
LINKED WITH THE ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 
IN UK 

By Education Secretary

Education Secretary Mrs. Misoji  Mayala handing over the computer to Tarani primary 
School which contributed by Alverthorpe St paul’s school from UK.

www.actmaradiocese.or.tz    
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Mothers’ Union is one of the communities in the 
Anglican Church in Tanzania and around the world.
Mothers’ Union or Umaki in Swahili is engaged in 
Care, Training, motivation of women in serving God 
and supporting families.

Mothers’ Union has been a great help in the 
development of the church, society and family, 
especially in evangelism and managing the 
upbringing of children spiritually, physically and 
educationally.

Mothers’ Union have been shoulder to shoulder to 
preach Jesus Christ in various ways by singing, 
generosity by giving their wealth to ensure the 
Gospel of Christ moves forward. Mothers’ Union 
have continued to advise parents to raise their 
children on the basis of the Word of God and to 
reject pagan traditions and practices that a�ect 
children and ultimately interrupt their dreams in  
any way including circumcision for girls, child 
marriage and child labour.

From 9 to 13 October 2023, Mothers’ Union O�ce 
Mara had a big trip to visit 24 Parishes in the 
Diocese with kindergarten classes to check their 
progress. Melina Galibona, Development O�cer, 
Rev Martha Obura Mothers’ Union Coordinator and  
Rev Can Eddie and David from Leeds Diocese 
accompanied them on these visits.

The guests were visitors of our Diocese for the last 20 
years, and we have been praying for them to continue 
standing in the foundation of the Word of God. They 
have been supporting the supply of porridge and 
chairs for children in the Parishes. It was a fun trip as 
the pictures show.

Mothers’ Union Mara, Rorya, and Tarime, knowing the 
importance of women in the church, family and 
society, have organized the third Umaki Conference - 
One Mara on the word of God to increase women's 
divine heritage. The conference will be held in early 
June 2024.

MOTHERS’ UNION

We are asking for your prayers for the situation and 
�nancial support to make the conference a success. 
Rorya and Tarime hosted previous conferences. It is 
expected that up to 700 women will converge on 
Mara for three days of fellowship and teaching.

If you are interested in contributing to this 
conference, please use this account.

Bishop Dr. Mwita Akiri of Tarime Diocese speaking at 
the opening ceremony of MAROTA conference held in 
the diocese of Rorya in June 2023.

MU Diocesan Secretary Rev Martha Obura, MU Diocesan 
adviser Mrs Janeth Okoth and visitors from England(Rev 
Eddie scrase and David) with kindergarten students during 
the parish visit in Mara Diocese.

CRDB BANK
Account no 0152062356004
ACT-DIOCESE OF MARA MOTHER'S UNION.

By Rev. Martha Obura
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