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Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year to all our families, and welcome to the start of a new term and a new year. As we step into 2026, our whole
school will begin the term by exploring the global citizenship thread of justice — thinking about fairness, responsibility, and how
our actions affect others. Our School Council will be leading the way, helping pupils reflect on how they can make positive,
responsible choices both in school and beyond.

Alongside this, we will focus on the value of truthfulness, encouraging children to use their voices honestly and kindly, and to
stand up for what is right. These values will be explored across the curriculum and through worship, pupil leadership, and
everyday school life.

Looking ahead, we have a number of exciting and meaningful events planned, including Big Me Day, which will help children
think about future aspirations, careers, and their role in the community. We will also be marking Children’s Mental Health Week
and Online Safety Week, supporting pupils to understand wellbeing, safety, and responsibility in an increasingly complex world.

Yesterday’s training day also focused on how we, as staff, can strengthen pupils’ understanding of justice and responsibility, and
we look forward to building on this together throughout the term.

As always, thank you for your continued support as we work together to nurture confident, thoughtful children who are ready to
make a positive difference.
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Attendance Champions:
Year 5, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%.
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far — 96.5%

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the
value of: TRUTH

This week’s focus will be:
% TRUTHFULNESS:
“Tell the truth to each other.” — Zechariah 8:16
This reminds us that being truthful helps everyone feel safe and

respected.

Telling

t he

truth,

kindness and courage.

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is JUSTICE

ACTIVITY
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https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/stay-and-learn-sessions-open-afternoon-dt.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/after-school-activity-clubs-aut-25_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/spring-2026.pdf

Session Date Time

Stay and Learn Sessions (Y5&6) Thursday 29t January 9:15am-10am

Stay and Learn Sessions (Y3&4) Wednesday 215t January 9:15am-10am

Stay and Learn Sessions (Y1&2) Wednesday 215t January 2:30pm — 3:15pm

Stay and Learn Sessions (N&R) Thursday 29t January 2:30pm — 3:15pm

Parents/Carers can visit classrooms
where children will be able to share
their work books.

Open Afternoon Friday 6t February

Heward Pupil Leadership
School Council
Endorsed

Spring Menu 2026

All freshly made daily

Chicken Pasta Bake

Chocolate spo

Sausage Ragu (pasta)

Lemon Muffin

Tomato pasta bake

Flapjack

Cheese and bean wrap with

Sausage casserole with mashed

Jacket Potato
With cheese or beans

Pulled pork with mashed potato and
seasonal vegetables

Melon Slices

Chicken casserole with mashed
potato wedges potato and seasonal vegetables

Gingerbread biscuit Melon Slices

Pulled beef with mashed potato and
potatoes seasonal vegetables
with mixed vegetables

Melon Slices

Carrot Cake

Pizza with potato wedges

Banana muffin

Jacket Potato with cheese or
beans

Sponge and custard

Mild chicken curry and rice

Orange Jelly

All dietary needs catered for including vegetarians.
All meat is Red Tractor Assured and is 100 or 95% meat. * Sausage (not a frankfurter) Roast Dinner day could be, chicken, gammon or turkey.

Fresh Bread from local bake

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Hinitts. A different pudding daily.

Chicken Burger with potato
wedges

Shortbread biscuit

Fish & chips

with peas.

Hotdog with potato wedges

Raspberry Muffin
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Al TOYS

This festive season, the newest toys on the shelves do not just blink or make noise; they listen. Many
now come with artificial intelligence (A1), allowing them to talk, learn, and even respond to a child’s

AND LEARN

When a toy uses Al, it collects data such as
voice recordings, interactions, and background
sounds. This information is sent to remote
servers, where it is analysed to improve
responses. Your child’s voice becomes training
data, which may be stored indefinitely or shared
with third parties.

[ — | .
WEAK SECURITY
PROTECTIONS Kt
Some Al toys have poor password protection
or open network connections. Others may have
microphones or cameras that stay on, even
when the toy appears to be off. This canlead to

recordings being made without your knowledge,
including conversations unrelated to play.

ARTIFICIAL VOICES,
REAL INFLUENCE

For very young children, an Al companion may
become one of the first voices they interact with
regularly. How that voice shows humour,
empathy, or authority can shape how a child
learns to communicate. If the model is artificial,
then part of what is learned is artificial as well.

TOVS THATLISTEN | o6

emotions. These toys can be educational and engaging, but they also collect, store, and process
information. This guide explains what that means for families and why it matters. |

./b z " PRESSURE TO
KEEP ENGAGING

Some toys reward rspsatsd use or track
i tointeract
more - When children compcre how their toys
perform, it creates pressure to play more often.
This increases the amount of data collected and
‘cun make learning feel like competition.

MARKETING
THROUGH PLAY

Toys that learn a child’s preferences may
feed that data into future advertising. A toy
that knows a child’s favourite colour or hobby
could help a company design more targeted
marketing to that child and their family.
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PLAYTIME AS
DATA TRAINING

The information collected from children

helps train Al systems. Their voice, emotional
and behaviour shape how machii

'understand‘ people. Play becomes part of a

much larger system that influences how future

technologies behave.
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Advice for Parents & Educators ||||

START WITH A CONVERSATION

Talk to young people. Explain that some toys
learn from what they say and do. Help them
understand that even friendly technology
should have daries, and to ask q ions
about it. Curiosity is healthy, blind trust is not.

RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY

Look for toys that work offline or store data locally. m

Check for a free or demo version so you can test
how it behaves. Read privacy policies to
understand what data is collected, where it goes,
and whether it’s shared with others.
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SET LIMITS ON USE ( y - MODEL DIGITAL AWARENESS

Turn off Wi-Fi or Bluetooth when the toy is not Children learn from adults. If they see you

in use. Check for updates regularly, as they checking privacy settings, reading terms, and
can change privacy or safety settings. Treat talking openly about online safety, they are more
connected toys like any smart device; they should be likely to do the same. Show them how to question
and switched off when not in use. technology in a healthy way.

S w— TN ﬂ
REVIEW PRIVACY SETTINGS .[ BALANCE AI WITH REAL PLAY

Find out where the data is stored and who has Al toys can be fun and creative, but they are
access to it. Some companies sell or share data not areplacement for real human interaction.

| with advertisers. If the toy connects through an Encourage time away from technology with

app, check what it requesls accessf to and limit ___ activities that foster emotional and social development.
those f P Use Al toys to support learning, not define it.

HSA News:

We hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. The HSA would like to thank everyone who donated gifts, boug|
raffle tickets, and supported our lucky dip stall. Thanks to your generosity, we raised an outstanding £547.83 for our school.

Thank you — we are truly grateful.




Christmas Events :

What a wonderful couple of weeks it was leading up to
Christmas in school! It was fantastic to see the children
enjoying the pantomime, Christmas productions, the church
carol service, and their Christmas parties.

There were so many happy faces during the productions,
both from those performing and those watching — a true
delight to see.

The children and staff worked extremely hard, and we were
tremendously proud of the end results. A big thank you to
everyone who contributed to and supported the
productions.

Key Stage 2 also delighted us with their carol service at St. Why 90% attendance matters (90% = persistent absence)

Cuthbert’s, which was a beautiful way to finish the term. What you miss THROUGH
! What you miss EACH YEAR

We were humbled by how the children shared the true Y PRIMARY SCHOOL

message of Christmas. At 90% attendance, 00% attendance =

a child misses nearly 1 full year of
nearly 4 weeks of learning missed by
school everyyear. the end of Year 6

We understand that absence sometimes cannot be
avoided. If attendance is becoming a concern, please speak

A Special Visit in Reception 4 r to us early so we can support.
Reception were delighted to welcome - s Sl
two very special visitors — ponies Mr ; X " Wy :q
Darcy and Oliver! The children enjoyed b e
stroking them, feeding them carrots, Py Sk ) 5 Light and Dark
leading them around the playground, P ) As part of their Light and Darkopic, Reception
and even singing Christmas songs. A B ga¥ visited the sensory room, exploring how
truly magical and memorable experience ey | buttons control the lights. They experimented
for everyone involved. R with making the lights brighter and dimmer,
developing curiosity and understanding

Coders in Action through hands-on learning.
In Computing, Year 3 have been putting \—'HL - :

their programming skills to the test by i Design & Technology

creating interactive, animated Christmas il sl Year 6 have been busy in DT as part of their

cards. They’ve been learning how to L5599 W . Structures unit. The children designed, built

code sequences and add movement, i and decorated model Anderson shelters,

showing great creativity and problem- : v applying their knowledge of strength and

solving skills. stability. There was fantastic creativity,
teamwork and problem-solving on show

Podcast Pros throughout the project.
Year 4 have been recording their own :

podcasts on topics they are passionate “ ; ‘;‘_ Lego Club Success

- :
and knowledgeable about. After ./’ ,.4 Our Lego group completed their Christmas
carefully preparing scripts, they are # ‘ ) challenge just in time for the festive break,

using Audacity to record and edit their SV O developing teamwork, self-control and
work — developing confidence, ! N friendships along the way. Well done to

technical skills, and oracy along the way. everyone involved!

// Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary “Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) Michael Walker — Headteacher
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