
Attendance

Attendance Champions: 
Year 5, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%. 
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far – 96.5%

NEWSLETTER
6.1.26

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Dear Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year to all our families, and welcome to the start of a new term and a new year. As we step into 2026, our whole 
school will begin the term by exploring the global citizenship thread of justice — thinking about fairness, responsibility, and how 
our actions affect others. Our School Council will be leading the way, helping pupils reflect on how they can make positive, 
responsible choices both in school and beyond.

Alongside this, we will focus on the value of truthfulness, encouraging children to use their voices honestly and kindly, and to
stand up for what is right. These values will be explored across the curriculum and through worship, pupil leadership, and 
everyday school life.

Looking ahead, we have a number of exciting and meaningful events planned, including Big Me Day, which will help children 
think about future aspirations, careers, and their role in the community. We will also be marking Children’s Mental Health Week 
and Online Safety Week, supporting pupils to understand wellbeing, safety, and responsibility in an increasingly complex world.

Yesterday’s training day also focused on how we, as staff, can strengthen pupils’ understanding of justice and responsibility , and 
we look forward to building on this together throughout the term.

As always, thank you for your continued support as we work together to nurture confident, thoughtful children who are ready to 
make a positive difference.

School Calendar

January 2026
21st – Y3&4 Stay and Learn (9:15am-10am)

21st – Y1&2 Stay and Learn (2:30pm-3:15pm)
23rd – Big Me Day

27th – Y2 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)
29th – Y5&6 Stay and Learn (9:15am-10am)
29th – N&R Stay and Learn (2:30pm-3:15pm)

February 2026
3rd – Y5 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)

6th – Open Afternoon
9th – 13th – Children’s Mental Health and Online Safety Week

11th – School Disco
13th – School Closed for February Half Term

23rd – School Reopens (Spring 2)

March 2026
3rd – First Aid Training (Year 3 & KS2 Refresher)

5th – World Book Day

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar

Recent Letters:
Stay and Learn Sessions / After School Activity Clubs

/ Spring Menu

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 
value of: TRUTH

This week’s focus will be: 
🤝 TRUTHFULNESS:

“Tell the truth to each other.” – Zechariah 8:16 
This reminds us that being truthful helps everyone feel safe and 
respected. Telling the truth, even when it’s hard, helps us grow in 

kindness and courage. 

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is JUSTICE

Autumn Term (Sept-Dec)

Reception 95.4%

Year 1 96.7%

Year 2 97.2%

Year 3 96.7%

Year 4 97.3%

Year 5 97.6%

Year 6 94.5%

Overall 96.5%

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/stay-and-learn-sessions-open-afternoon-dt.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/after-school-activity-clubs-aut-25_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/spring-2026.pdf


Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Session Date Time Focus

Stay and Learn Sessions (Y5&6) Thursday 29th January 9:15am-10am DT

Stay and Learn Sessions (Y3&4) Wednesday 21st January 9:15am-10am DT

Stay and Learn Sessions (Y1&2) Wednesday 21st January 2:30pm – 3:15pm DT

Stay and Learn Sessions (N&R) Thursday 29th January 2:30pm – 3:15pm DT

Open Afternoon Friday 6th February 3pm
Parents/Carers can visit classrooms 
where children will be able to share 

their work books.

Reminder: Stay and Learn Sessions / Open Afternoon

Following the success of our previous sessions, we invite you to join our upcoming Stay and Learn sessions focused on Design
Technology (DT) – ‘Howard’s Arcade.’

These sessions will let you step into the DT classroom, work alongside your child, and help create your very own cardboard
arcade game. You’ll see the creativity, problem-solving and hands-on learning that make DT such an exciting part of our
curriculum.

The sessions are open to one family member, and we look forward to seeing you there if you are able to attend.

Timetable of Sessions

Stay and Learn sessions in the afternoon will finish at 3:15pm to allow for end of day smooth transition. Parents can collect at the
usual collection points at 3:20pm.

Before we share the full challenge details, it would be really helpful if families could start saving any cardboard boxes and
clean packaging materials over the coming weeks. These will come in handy when it’s time to design and build your arcade
creations.



Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

HSA News:

We hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. The HSA would like to thank everyone who donated gifts, bought 
raffle tickets, and supported our lucky dip stall. Thanks to your generosity, we raised an outstanding £547.83 for our school.

Thank you — we are truly grateful.



"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker – Headteacher

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary 
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) 

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Developing a Culture of Talk  - Dinner Debate

Linked to our Christian value of Truthfulness and our focus on spiritual development (Self, Others, World & Beauty, and Beyond)

🌟When is it important to tell the truth, even if it feels tricky?

This question helps children think about honesty in everyday life — saying what really happened, using truthful words, and 
admitting mistakes. It supports Self by encouraging children to be honest about their feelings and actions, and Others by helping 

them understand that truth builds trust, fairness, and respect.

Linked to our global citizenship focus on justice, it also helps children see that telling the truth is how we make things fair and stand 
up for what is right.

You might like to share a simple moment when telling the truth helped fix a problem or helped someone feel safe.

Christmas Events
What a wonderful couple of weeks it was leading up to
Christmas in school! It was fantastic to see the children
enjoying the pantomime, Christmas productions, the church
carol service, and their Christmas parties.

There were so many happy faces during the productions,
both from those performing and those watching — a true
delight to see.

The children and staff worked extremely hard, and we were
tremendously proud of the end results. A big thank you to
everyone who contributed to and supported the
productions.

Key Stage 2 also delighted us with their carol service at St.
Cuthbert’s, which was a beautiful way to finish the term.
We were humbled by how the children shared the true
message of Christmas.

Light and Dark
As part of their Light and Darktopic, Reception 
visited the sensory room, exploring how 
buttons control the lights. They experimented 
with making the lights brighter and dimmer, 
developing curiosity and understanding 
through hands-on learning.

Design & Technology
Year 6 have been busy in DT as part of their 
Structures unit. The children designed, built 
and decorated model Anderson shelters, 
applying their knowledge of strength and 
stability. There was fantastic creativity, 
teamwork and problem-solving on show 
throughout the project.

Lego Club Success
Our Lego group completed their Christmas 
challenge just in time for the festive break, 
developing teamwork, self-control and 
friendships along the way. Well done to 
everyone involved!

A Special Visit in Reception
Reception were delighted to welcome 
two very special visitors — ponies Mr 
Darcy and Oliver! The children enjoyed 
stroking them, feeding them carrots, 
leading them around the playground, 
and even singing Christmas songs. A 
truly magical and memorable experience 
for everyone involved.

Coders in Action
In Computing, Year 3 have been putting 
their programming skills to the test by 
creating interactive, animated Christmas 
cards. They’ve been learning how to 
code sequences and add movement, 
showing great creativity and problem-
solving skills.

Podcast Pros
Year 4 have been recording their own 
podcasts on topics they are passionate 
and knowledgeable about. After 
carefully preparing scripts, they are 
using Audacity to record and edit their 
work — developing confidence, 
technical skills, and oracy along the way.

Attendance Really Does Matter… 
Analysis So Far This Year…

Congratulations to Year 5, our attendance champions for the
Autumn Term!

¶ 61% of children (127) achieved above 97% 
attendance.

¶ 24% of children (49) have achieved 100% attendance. 
¶ 7% of children (14) are classed as persistently absent

as their attendance is below 90%. This is being 
monitored by school and the local authority. 

¶ A number of sessions were marked as children 
arriving late during the half term. School starts at 
8:50am.


