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Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Dear Parents/Carers

Over the past couple of weeks, our worship has centred on our half-term value of Perseverance, alongside our Global Citizenship
thread of Resilience. We have explored this through our weekly focus values of Determination and Endurance, reflecting on
what helps us to keep going when things feel difficult.

Children have engaged with a range of meaningful examples, from the determination shown by Keely Hodgkinson in her recent
success, to the preparation behind the Artemis Il space mission, where astronauts train over many years to achieve their goal. In
our singing worship, we explored themes of endurance through carefully selected hymns, reflecting on the lyrics and what they
teach us about staying strong and keeping going, even when things feel difficult.

A key message for the children has been that perseverance is not about things being easy — it’s about standing firm, not giving
up, and continuing to do what is right. This is something we see reflected in pupils’ attitudes to learning and to one another.

This focus links closely to our wider work on inclusion and wellbeing. Last week, we were proud to be recognised as a case study
for transforming SEND environments within the local authority, and to welcome visitors from Futures in Mind, who are
showcasing our work as an example of strong practice in supporting pupil wellbeing.

Together, these experiences help ensure our pupils are developing the resilience, confidence and character needed to thrive both
in school and beyond.
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: dates: G/ :
Reception  Year 4 ' Y?ar 6 SATs: 11th _g4th May :
.y ultiplication Check: week beginning 1t
Year 1 ear 1 Phonics Screening: week beginning ?9"' i
Year 2 assessyou can find information aboyt the statutor
ments including parent information Ieafletsy
Year 3 website: on our

g the Jfollowing

June

S
= Ifyou ha ,
Year 4 ' ve any further questions, pleqse contact school,

Year 5

Year 6

Attendance Champions:
Year 2, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%.
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the
value of: PERSEVERANCE

This week’s focus will be:
@ STEADFAST:
“Stand firm in your faith.” — 1 Corinthians 16:13
This reminds us to stay strong and keep going, even when things are
challenging.

Global Citizenship Thread ACTIVITY
This half term our whole school Thread is Resilience



https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/bikeability-parents-digital-letter.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/parents/statutory-test-information

16 tre e town o @ e ok 0.

. safe. $10ffed with dodgy money.
. s ey sl

What de uou iRk the fiah wil ek

/

ie 4 wi

SMALL SPACES,

BIG IMPACT

How Wakefield schools are transforming SEND environments.

Funded through the High Needs Capital Grant (HNCG), a local

programme supported by Wakefield Council.
ACKWORTH HOWARD CHURCH OF ENGLAND

(VC) JUNIOR AND INFANT SCHOOL

The Haven, a new sensory and regulation room.
Grant received: £15,064
Ackworth Howard has created The Haven, a new sensory and regulation room at the heart of its inclusion hub.

Ackworth Howard needed a dedicated, calm and therapeutic space because they were supporting children with
increasingly complex emotional, sensory and social needs. Staff needed a dedicated place where children could
step away from busy classrooms, settle safely and receive personalised support.
Using the High Needs Capital Grant, the school created The Haven. it's a purpose built sensory and regulation
room designed to help children regain calm and feel ready to learn. Everything in the space was designed to

s . promote safety and wellbeing, including its use of colour, texture and sound. Alongside The Haven, the wider Hub
VJakeﬁeIdCOUnC” now includes a homely Nurture Kitchen, a flexible intervention room called The Nest, and The Sanctuary, a private
office for planning and professional meetings.

Since opening, The Haven has already helped pupils settle more quickly and retumn to class in a calmer state.

Staff say that children are more ready to leam after using the space, and that incidents linked to dysregulation
I NTRO D UCT' ON have reduced. The room is also giving staff a suitable place for targeted work with professionals. Parents and
governors have responded very positively, praising the Hub’s nurturing feel and the difference it is making to

children’s wellbeing.

-—

Wakefield Council is committed to ensuring that children and young people with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) can thrive in their local nursery or school
setting. Through the High Needs Capital Grant, settings across the district have taken small
budgets and turned them into high impact projects that make a meaningful difference to
daily school life.

Over the previous two rounds of the High Needs Capital Grant Scheme, we have approved
over £970,000 of funding to support and increase SEND provision across more than 35

early years, primary and secondary settings. At a time when SEND provision is under significant pressure, this modest investment has
These projects show remarkable creativity. Schools have reimagined every kind of space created a space that supports early intervention and helps children reconnect with school life.
by transforming them into bespoke environments where children can regulate, feel safe
and access learning.

Many have created sensory rooms and nurture spaces. Others have developed outdoor
learning areas and gardens that support communication, wellbeing and early social skills.
Despite being designed primarily for pupils with the highest levels of need, these spaces
are already enriching the wider school community. Staff report calmer classrooms,
improved engagement, smoother fransitions and a stronger sense of belonging. All pupils
are using these spaces. Time and again, schools tell us that these projects have helped to
create more cohesive and inclusive environments for everyone.

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’



RE: Understanding Salvation

Year 5 have completed their RE learning on the
question ‘What did Jesus do to save human
beings?’ They worked collaboratively to
explore the Stations of the Cross,
demonstrating thoughtful understanding of the
concept of salvation.

Creative Learning

Reception have been enjoying learning in the
sunshine. They showed great imagination and
teamwork when building a bug hotel with
blocks, and have also been exploring their
minibeast topic through detailed paintings,
carefully considering colour, size and features.

Tennis Skills

Year 2 and 3 enjoyed a tennis workshop with
Ackworth Tennis Club, developing their
forehand skills through effective partner work.

DT: Fairground Wheels

Year 2 have completed their fairground wheel
projects, applying key design and technology
skills such as constructing mechanismes,
problem-solving and evaluating how their
designs function.

Make every day count.
Persuasive Writing Let's aim for 100%
Year 4 have been developing their persuasive

writing by creating travel brochures to school attendance.

encourage people to visit' Sic'ily. Thei'r writing is %ﬂwﬁ:;_
engaging and full of convincing detail — a great .- :
effort!

Exploring Capacity

Nursery have been learning about capacity
through hands-on play, using materials to
scoop and pour while confidently using
language such as full, nearly full, empty and
nearly empty.

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Etty (Rec), Penny (Y1), Phoebe (Y2), Loretta (Y3), Daisy (Y4), Alex
(Y5), Ruby (Y6)

Living our Christian values:

Roman (Rec), Max (Y1), Thea (Y2), Reggie (Y3), Kaleb (Y4), Lottie
(Y5), Jessie (Y6)

Living our school vision:
Ronnie (Rec), Maria (Y1), Albie (Y2), Ethan (Y3), Isabelle (Y4),
Reuben (Y5), Zachary (Y6)

N Living our school vision and flourishing:
' | Finley (Y5) — For increasing n confidence and showing

endurance and resilience.

Observational Drawing

Year 1 used images and videos of birds to
create observational drawings in their
sketchbooks, carefully considering shape,
pattern and texture.

History: Elizabeth | and the Spanish Armada
Year 6 have been exploring the defeat of the
Spanish Armada and why Elizabeth I’s reign
became known as the Golden Age. They
analysed portraits of the Queen, considering
how images were carefully crafted to project
power and shape how she was seen.

Golden (Play) Welly Award:
Annie (Y3) — For creative role play with others.

// Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary “Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) Michael Walker — Headteacher

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.”


https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/331454-healthy-relationships-leaflet-final.pdf

