
Attendance

Attendance Champions: 
Year 2, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%. 
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

NEWSLETTER
27.4.26

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Dear Parents/Carers

Over the past couple of weeks, our worship has centred on our half-term value of Perseverance, alongside our Global Citizenship 
thread of Resilience. We have explored this through our weekly focus values of Determination and Endurance, reflecting on 
what helps us to keep going when things feel difficult.

Children have engaged with a range of meaningful examples, from the determination shown by Keely Hodgkinson in her recent 
success, to the preparation behind the Artemis II space mission, where astronauts train over many years to achieve their goal. In 
our singing worship, we explored themes of endurance through carefully selected hymns, reflecting on the lyrics and what they
teach us about staying strong and keeping going, even when things feel difficult.

A key message for the children has been that perseverance is not about things being easy — it’s about standing firm, not giving 
up, and continuing to do what is right. This is something we see reflected in pupils’ attitudes to learning and to one another.

This focus links closely to our wider work on inclusion and wellbeing. Last week, we were proud to be recognised as a case study
for transforming SEND environments within the local authority, and to welcome visitors from Futures in Mind, who are 
showcasing our work as an example of strong practice in supporting pupil wellbeing.

Together, these experiences help ensure our pupils are developing the resilience, confidence and character needed to thrive both
in school and beyond.

School Calendar

April
28th – Author Visit (Elliot Barr)

29th – Worry Warrior Session Y6

May
4th – School Closed (Bank Holiday Monday)

6th – Year 4 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am) *Date 
Change*

Week Beginning 11th – Y6 SATs Week
Week Beginning 11th – Y5 Bikeability

18th – Class Photos
22nd – Open Afternoon *Date Change*

22nd – School Closes for Half Term

June
1st – INSET Day (School Closed)

2nd – School Reopens for Summer 2

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar

Recent Letters:
Y5 Bikeability Cycle Training

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 
value of: PERSEVERANCE

This week’s focus will be: 
🤝 STEADFAST:

“Stand firm in your faith.” – 1 Corinthians 16:13
This reminds us to stay strong and keep going, even when things are 

challenging.

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is Resilience 

Week Ending 24th April

Reception 98.7%

Year 1 97.9%

Year 2 99.3%

Year 3 98.4%

Year 4 98.7%

Year 5 96.0%

Year 6 97.9%

Overall 98.1%

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/bikeability-parents-digital-letter.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/parents/statutory-test-information


Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Author Visit – Reception to Year 3
On Tuesday, we are excited to welcome author and
illustrator Elliot Barr to school, who will be working
with our Reception to Year 3 children. His book,
which links to themes of the environment and Earth
Day, will be shared with pupils during the visit.

Children will have the opportunity to purchase a
signed copy of the book for £9. Books can be bought
on the day or ordered for later delivery. For every
book sold through school, £2 will be donated back to
support our reading and environmental work.

If you would like your child to purchase a copy,
please send exact cash in a clearly named envelope
on Tuesday.

SEND Provision – Recognised Practice
We are delighted to share that our school has been recognised
as a case study of strong practice in transforming SEND
environments in Wakefield Council’s Small Spaces, Big Impact
booklet.

This publication showcases how schools have effectively used
High Needs Capital Grant funding to enhance provision for
pupils. It is being shared across the local authority, and we are
proud that our work is included as an example of effective
practice.



"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker – Headteacher

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary 
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) 

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Developing a Culture of Talk  - Big Questions

Linked to our Christian value of STEADFAST and our focus on spiritual development (Self, Others, World & Beauty, and Beyond)

🌟 How can we stay strong and keep going when things feel difficult?

Steadfast means staying strong and standing firm, even when something feels hard or takes time. It helps us keep going, make good 
choices and not give up.

You might talk about what being steadfast looks like — finishing what we start, doing the right thing, staying focused, asking for 
help and encouraging others to keep going.

RE: Understanding Salvation
Year 5 have completed their RE learning on the 
question ‘What did Jesus do to save human 
beings?’ They worked collaboratively to 
explore the Stations of the Cross, 
demonstrating thoughtful understanding of the 
concept of salvation.

Creative Learning
Reception have been enjoying learning in the 
sunshine. They showed great imagination and 
teamwork when building a bug hotel with 
blocks, and have also been exploring their 
minibeast topic through detailed paintings, 
carefully considering colour, size and features.

Tennis Skills
Year 2 and 3 enjoyed a tennis workshop with 
Ackworth Tennis Club, developing their 
forehand skills through effective partner work.

DT: Fairground Wheels
Year 2 have completed their fairground wheel 
projects, applying key design and technology 
skills such as constructing mechanisms, 
problem-solving and evaluating how their 
designs function.

Persuasive Writing
Year 4 have been developing their persuasive 
writing by creating travel brochures to 
encourage people to visit Sicily. Their writing is 
engaging and full of convincing detail — a great 
effort!

Exploring Capacity
Nursery have been learning about capacity 
through hands-on play, using materials to 
scoop and pour while confidently using 
language such as full, nearly full, empty and 
nearly empty.

Observational Drawing
Year 1 used images and videos of birds to 
create observational drawings in their 
sketchbooks, carefully considering shape, 
pattern and texture.

History: Elizabeth I and the Spanish Armada
Year 6 have been exploring the defeat of the 
Spanish Armada and why Elizabeth I’s reign 
became known as the Golden Age. They 
analysed portraits of the Queen, considering 
how images were carefully crafted to project 
power and shape how she was seen.

Healthy Relationships

Happy family relationships help us all feel secure and

loved. As parents and carers, we often juggle many

responsibilities while trying to maintain positive

relationships. However, sometimes challenges arise,

which can affect everyone.

Wakefield Families Together has created a Healthy

Relationships leaflet offering advice, tips, and support to

help nurture and sustain positive relationships within

families.

You can access this here - LINK

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Etty (Rec), Penny (Y1), Phoebe (Y2), Loretta (Y3), Daisy (Y4), Alex 

(Y5), Ruby (Y6)

Living our Christian values:
Roman (Rec), Max (Y1), Thea (Y2), Reggie (Y3), Kaleb (Y4), Lottie 

(Y5), Jessie (Y6)

Living our school vision:
Ronnie (Rec), Maria (Y1), Albie (Y2), Ethan (Y3), Isabelle (Y4), 

Reuben (Y5), Zachary (Y6)

Living our school vision and flourishing:
Finley (Y5) – For increasing n confidence and showing 

endurance and resilience. 

Golden (Play) Welly Award:
Annie (Y3) – For creative role play with others.

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/331454-healthy-relationships-leaflet-final.pdf

