Dear Parents/Carers,

It was wonderful to introduce our 30 new laptops to the children last week. These 2-in-1 devices have touchscreens and fold fully
back, allowing pupils to use them as tablets as well as laptops. They are far more robust and versatile than our previous equipment,
and the children have already enjoyed using the cameras to capture and upload their work. A very worthwhile investment.

Thank you to everyone who attended last week’s parent meetings. | hope the conversations were helpful in understanding how your
children have settled into the new school year. If you were unable to attend and would like to arrange an appointment, please
contact the school office.

Last week we also held the first full Governing Board meeting of the academic year. Alongside procedural business, | presented the
Headteacher’s Report and an update on school development. Safeguarding and inclusion were key areas of focus. As part of their
reflective practice, governors considered the questions: “What have we achieved for our children in this meeting?” and “How have
we been mindful of equality, diversity and inclusion in our decisions?”

Our updated Safequarding and Child Protection Policy, SEND Policy, SEN Information Report and Accessibility Plan are now available
on the school website.
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Well done to everyone who achieved this.
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24t — Speak Out. Stay Safe. NSPCC Programme Delivery

28th — Twinkl Phonics Videographer
/ Values for Life \ December 2025

15t — Beauty and the Beast Pantomime
This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 27— Y6 Class Worship

8t — Y3 Class Worship
val f: TRUST
2UClo us 11th — Stick Man Theatre Visit (Rec-Y2)

12th — Christmas Dinner / Jumper Day
12th — Ackworth School Christmas Service (Y4 parents invited — 1:45pm)

This week’s focus will be:

CON.IMIT.MENT: i 16t — Christmas Productions (KS1 2pm & EYFS 9:30am)

“Let us not become weary in doing good.” - Galatians 6:9 17th - Christmas Productions (KS1 9:30am & EYFS 2pm)
This reminds us to keep going, even when things are hard 19t"— KS2 Carol Service (KS2 parents invite — 9:45am)
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https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/nspccs-speak-out.-stay-safe.-programme_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/pantomime-2025-beauty-and-the-beast.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/nspccs-speak-out.-stay-safe.-programme_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/education-safeguarding-policy-2025-26_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/send-policy-25-26.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/send-information-report-25-26.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/accessibility-plan-25-26.pdf

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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WhatlParents|&EducatorsiNeed|tojknowlabout!

RACKINGIDEVICES

Bluetooth tracking devices like Apple’s AirTag and Samsung’s SmartTags have exploded in popularity,
with millions sold each year. These small tools help people locate their lost items, but their discreet
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with a lawsuit in the US labelling AirTags “the
weapon of choice of stalkers and abusers”. In
the UK, use of tracking devices in coercive
control and stalking cases reportedly rose by 317
percent between 2018 and 2023.

TOOLS FOR
BULLYING

Tracking devices could allow bullies >,

to follow or locate their targets even

outside of school. This makes it difficult for
children to find refuge, potentially extending
the trauma of bullying into spaces - like home -
that should feel safe and secure.

i
FALSE ACCUSATIONS

Because tracking devices are linked

to user accounts, they could be misused

to ‘prove’ ownership of someone else’s
could, for P

a tracker on another person’s belonglngs to

falsely claim them as their own.

design has also made them attractive for more sinister purposes. From stalking to bullying, tracking
devices present unique risks that trusted adults need to understand and address.

INVASION OF
PRIVACY

These devices are d to share |
data with the user via other people's phones,
which can 'S
movements without their consent. This makes
them vul ble to being d by
strangers without realising.

DIFFICULTTO 4
DETECT s

Many g are d
to be discreet, but that also means they're easy
to hide. Without proactive checking or the right
tech to detect them, children and young people
might not realise they're being tracked.
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WATCH FOR WARNING SIGNS

If a child’s peers always seem to know their location - whether in person or

hinted at online - it could be worth ing for i Some, like
AirTags, will eventually make a noise if separated from !helr owner. Listen out for

_ achirping sound.
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CHECK UKELV HIDING SPOTS

Common places where trackers may be planted include jacket linings, bag seams,
pockets, or under bike seats. If you find one, take a photo of the serial number
before disposing of it - this could help police trace the accountit’s linked to.
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Meet Qur Expert

Alan Martin is a seasoned technology journalist with bylines in Wired,
TechRadar, The Guardian, The Evening Standard, The Telegraph, and
The New Statesman. He specialises in consumer tech, online safety,
and emerging risks in the digital landscape.
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USE DETECTION APPS

Apple devices running iOS 14.5 or later will notify users of unknown Airtags
nearby. Android users can install Apple s ‘Tracker Detect’ or the third-party
app d’ to scan for g from vari
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HAVE THE CONVERSATION

Talk to your child about what tracking devices are, what signs to look
out for, and how they might be misused. Emphasise the legal consequences

‘ of using them to prank, harass, or monitor someone.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 19.11.2025




Stable Structures

Year 1 have been exploring how to build
stable structures, experimenting with
different ways to strengthen and support their
designs.

Wattle and Daub Workshop

Year 2 have been learning how houses were built in 1666.
They spent an exciting (and muddy!) afternoon with Alfresco
Learn, weaving wattle walls and making daub as part of their
Great Fire of London topic. 5

Diwali and Autumn Learning
Reception have loved learning about Diwali. They made divas
and Rangoli patterns, listened to the story of Rama and Sita,
and danced to Diwali music during their class celebration.
They also explored their book Leavesy David Ezra Stein,
practising scissor skills and creating leaf rubbing

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Zara (Rec), Eden (Y1), Oscar (Y2), Annie (Y3), Ellie (Y4), Lincoln (Y5),
Emilia (Y6)

Living our Christian values:
Ronnie (Rec), Anya (Y1), Sara (Y2), Ruben (Y3), Lucy (Y4), George
(Y5), Sylvie (Y6)
Living our school vision:
Arthur (Rec), Chloe (Y1), Isaac (Y2), Reggie (Y3), George (Y4), Reuben
(Y5), Daisy (Y6)
= 77 Living our school vision and flourishing:
Reuben - For being an excellent role model and embracing roles
such as safety monitor.

Golden (Play) Welly Award:
Leo — For being kind and helpful.

// Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary

School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder)

Testing Joins
Year 6 have been investigating the
strength of different joins using paper
straws. They tested a range of techniques
to prepare for designing their Anderson
Shelters.

Dodgeball Success

A group of Year 3 pupils took partin a
dodgeball match against Badsworth. They
demonstrated excellent throwing,
dodging and teamwork — well done to all
involved!

Creative Dance

Year 5 have produced some fantastic
dance work. Over the last three weeks,
they have explored action, dynamics,
space and relationships to choreograph
and perform their own routines.

Al Animations

In computing, Year 3 have been exploring
digital animation. Using Meta’s Al Lab,
they created and animated their own
characters with impressive results.

Does Gas Weigh?

Year 4 have been investigating whether
gas has weight. They carefully weighed
fizzy drinks, released the gas and checked
again — early results show that gas does
weigh something. Final measurements to
follow once the drinks go fully flat!

Make every day count.
Let’s aim for 100%
school attendance.

"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”

Michael Walker — Headteacher

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’



