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Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.
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Dear Parents/Carers

On behalf of our school community, | wish all of our dads, grandads, uncles and carers a very happy
Father's Day for yesterday.

It was a pleasure to welcome the parents of our new Nursery and Reception children into school on
Thursday as they prepare to begin their journey with The Howard School. This year feels particularly
special because, in 2033, The Howard School will celebrate its 200th anniversary. Many of the children |/
joining us this September will be the oldest pupils in school when that historic milestone arrives. |

Over the coming years, we will begin developing The Howard Legacy 1833-2033, bringing together
heritage projects, community stories and opportunities for children to help shape the future of our
school. Rooted in our vision of 'Life in All Its Fullness’, this will be a chance to celebrate our past whilst
looking forward to the next chapter of The Howard School's story.

We are excited to begin this journey next year, starting with a parent Stay and Learn event in the
autumn term exploring what 'Life in All Its Fullness' means for our children, families and
community.
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Attendance Champions:
Key Stage 1, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%.
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far — 96.4%

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the
value of: PERSEVERANCE

This week’s focus will be:
ATTENTIVE:
“Everyone should be quick to listen.”
—James 1:19
This reminds us to listen carefully and notice when others need help

Global Citizenship Thread ACTIVITY
This half term our whole school Thread is Aspirations



https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/severe-weather-warning-letter.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/leavers-trip-2026.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/bamburgh-residential-2026-final-letter.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/bamburgh-residential-2026-final-letter.pdf

Spotlight School - Ackworth Howard CofE Primary

“We find the special gifts in every child, and focus on the whole child”

“At Ackworth Howard, we believe children flourish when they feel
known, valued and connected. Our vision of ‘life in all its fullness’
means nurturing the whole child — academically, emotionally,
spiritually and socially — so every child can thrive” - Mr Walker, Head

teacher

Leanne St Ange, Senior Practitioner, FIM MHST nominated Ackworth Howard
CofE School to be a spotlight school after seeing the wonderful, innovative work
that they are doing to promote a sense of belonging, inclusivity and connection
for the students. They have developed impactful initiatives that help the
children to talk about and work through big feelings, managing emotions and
friendships, including interventions in their wonderful outdoor green spaces.

We visited the school on a beautiful, bright sunny April
day and were greeted warmly with lots of smiles from
children and staff. Emma Thorpe, SEMHW Advocate
and Attachment Lead at the Ackworth Howard school
showed us around this welcoming school and nurture
areas including the new sensory room - The Haven.
Emma and the children kindly invited us to sit in on the
nurture sessions, where pupils talk about feelings and
are supported to learn helpful ways of regulating
emotions throughout the day.

“The Haven” has been created with
support from the High Needs Capital
Grant funding “Small Spaces Big
Impact.” The children receive
personalised support to meet their
needs and enjoy calming time,
where they can experience different
textures, sounds and colours. Emma to
us, “The Haven is used throughout the
day, particularly at the start of the day to
support the children to feel regulated and
settled, ready to start learning in the
classroom.”

One child who told us “/ like the fishes in the tunnel.
The jellyfish are my favourite!”

The children were keen to tell us about the sunshine
group - an intervention group with a focus on
emotions “We come here to talk about feelings. It's
my favourite day of the week when we do sunshine
group.” One child told us.

Emma and the children then took us on a tour of the
beautiful outdoor area which includes beautiful green
space, a wild area where the children enjoy forest
school and a polytunnel where flowers, vegetables
and even trees are grown! The children watch the
plants and how they change over time — a prompt for
talking about their own life, challenges and transitions.

Mr Walker - Headteacher

Leanne -
Senior
Practitioner

Leanne, Senior Practitioner, FIM MHST told us
“Ackworth Howard CofE School is a place
where children truly feel they belong. At the
heart of the school is a deep commitment to
nurturing mental wellbeing, with every child
valued and celebrated for who they are.
Through thoughtful self-reflection and a
whole-school approach, staff create
meaningful opportunities and experiences
that support not just pupils, but their families
and the wider community too. Parents and
carers often share how well supported they
feel, speaking warmly about the care and
encouragement their children receive.
Initiatives like the “50 Things to Experience at
Ackworth Howard" help children build
confidence, resilience, and important life
skills, while fostering a genuine sense of joy
and connection. There is a strong thread of
shared values running through everything
the school does—encouraging connection
with each other, the environment, and within
themselves. This powerful sense of belonging
is what makes the school so special, and it
plays a vital role in promoting positive
mental wellbeing for everyone in the
Ackworth Howard community.”

Emma told us, "Ackworth Howard's mission to
me, is to provide the inclusive space for
children to learn, the freedom to explore,
and the support to grow g
their own unique
abilities. | really feel
lucky to share that
journey with them.”
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Spotlight School Recognition

We are delighted to have been selected as a Spotlight Schodh the Wakefield Future in Mind Mental Health Support Team Summer
Newsletter. The feature celebrates our work in promoting belonging, inclusion and positive mental wellbeing. It is wonderfulto see
our vision and provision being recognised and shared across the district.

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’




Volunteer
Celebration
Worship
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We would love to say thank you!
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Please join us for a special celebration
as we recognise and appreciate all of
our amazing volunteers.
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A huge thank you! Time to celebrate Best seats
in the house!

Friday 10th July 2026,
arrive for 2:30pm

Ackworth Howard
School Hall

RSVP by contacting the school office by July 3rd L(/][6 Ll M
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www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk
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Yorkshire Wildlife Park

Year 1 enjoyed a fantastic visit to Yorkshire Wildlife
Park, seeing a wide range of animals and taking part
in a hands-on workshop. The children impressed
staff with their animal knowledge and enjoyed
exploring a variety of artefacts, helping to bring their
learning to life.

RHS Harlow Carr

Year 2 explored gardens, grassland and woodland
habitats during their visit to RHS Harlow Carr. They
also planted wildflower seeds to bring back to
school, developing their understanding of nature
and the environment.

The Big Strum

Year 3 performed brilliantly at the Big Strum ukulele
concert at Wakefield Cathedral. After weeks of
practice, they joined pupils from across the district in
a wonderful musical celebration and represented the
school superbly.

Library Book Bus

We were delighted to welcome the Schools' Library
Service Book Bus to school for the first time. Children B
enjoyed browsing the wide selection of books and z
choosing one to borrow, helping to foster a love of
reading across the school.

People Who Help Us

Nursery have been learning about people who help
us and were excited to explore a paramedic’s
uniform and equipment. The experience helped
children learn more about the important role
paramedics play in keeping people safe.

Cricket Skills

Year 4 have been developing their bowling skills in
cricket, demonstrating excellent teamwork, coaching
and encouragement. It has been fantastic to see
their confidence and technique continue to improve.

Polytunnel in Bloom

Peak growing season has arrived in our polytunnel,
with a particular highlight being the beautiful
flowering Echinopsis oxygona cactus. Children
enjoyed studying the flower up close, identifying its
parts and observing pollinators in action.

Staying Safe in the Sun

Year 2 welcomed the school nurse into school to
learn about sun safety. The session helped children
understand how to stay safe and healthy during
periods of warm weather.

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder)

Throughout the year, children have worked
incredibly hard to embed our behaviour
routines: Wonderful Walking, Delightful
Dialogue, Terrific Transitions and Courageous
Conduct. Each week, classes earn points and
work towards new targets as we continue to

strengthen these positive habits across school. e am ey

We are sofe
We are respectful

We are delighted to share that the children
have now reached their latest whole-school
milestone. As a reward for their fantastic effort
and commitment, all pupils may enjoy a non-
uniform day on Friday.

The children are now setting their sights on the
next challenge, with hopes of earning a whole-
school bouncy castle reward before the end of
the academic year. Fingers crossed!

Brownlee Mini Triathlon
Well done to our Year 5 and 6 children
who took part in the Brownlee
Foundation Mini Triathlon at Silcoates
School. Every child completed the swim,
cycle and run with determination and a
smile, earning a medal and demonstrating
fantastic resilience, teamwork and 4
encouragement throughout.
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"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker — Headteacher

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.”



https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-schools/pants?utm_campaign=20260507_KIS_SIEU_May&utm_content=PANTS+resources+for+schools+and+teachers&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra

