
Attendance

Attendance Champions: 
Year 4, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%. 
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far – 96.6%

NEWSLETTER
2.2.26

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Dear Parents/Carers,

We are pleased to be marking Children’s Mental Health and Online Safety Week from Monday 9th to Friday 13th February. This
year’s theme, ‘This Is My Place’, focuses on helping everyone feel a sense of belonging.

Our Wellbeing Ambassadors will lead a whole-school worship to launch the week, exploring why belonging matters for positive
mental health. Using Place2Be’s This Is My Place resources throughout the week, children will reflect on what helps them feel
happy, safe and valued, learning how kindness, inclusion and care help ensure no one feels left out.

On Friday 13th, children are invited to wear non-uniform to celebrate who they are — whether that reflects their personal style,
an interest or club, or something that helps them feel confident and comfortable. This links directly to our theme, encouraging
pupils to feel proud of their identity and place in our community.

Alongside this, pupils will also take part in online safety learning linked to the theme ‘Smart tech, safe choices – exploring the
safe and responsible use of AI.’

Following the recent Parent Governor election, I am pleased to confirm that Shaunna Jones has been successfully elected.
Congratulations to Shaunna as she joins the Governing Body, and sincere thanks to all candidates who put themselves forward
— your commitment to our school community is greatly appreciated.

School Calendar

February 2026
4th – Ukulele Performance (Y4 Parents Invited – 2:50pm)

6th – Open Afternoon
9th – 13th – Children’s Mental Health and Online Safety Week

11th – School Disco
12th – Y5 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am) 

13th – School Closed for February Half Term
23rd – School Reopens for Spring 2

March 2026
3rd – Y3 First Aid Training / Key Stage 2 Refresher

5th – World Book Day
11th – HSA Mother’s Day Gift Sale

17th – School Communion
16th & 18th – Parents Meetings 

20th – Comic Relief
20th – Pilgrimage (St. Cuthbert’s)

27th – Easter Events
27th – School Closes for Easter

April
13th – School Reopens (Summer 1)

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar

Recent Letters:
Admission to Holy Communion before Confirmation (Key Stage 2 Pupils) 

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 
value of: TRUTH

This week’s focus will be: 
🤝 FAITHFUL:

“Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.” – Psalm 36:5
This reminds us that God is always faithful to us, and we can show 
faithfulness by keeping our promises and staying loyal to others. 

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is JUSTICE

Week Ending 30.1.26

Reception 94.3%

Year 1 97.7%

Year 2 96.0%

Year 3 96.7%

Year 4 100%

Year 5 97.7%

Year 6 93.8%

Overall 96.6%

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/admission-to-holy-communion-before-confirmation-consent_1.pdf
https://wamdcli.webitrent.com/wamdcli_webrecruitment/wrd/run/ETREC107GF.open?VACANCY_ID=1aON888968&WVID=1R0q139950


Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Max (Rec), Martha (Y1), Jenson (Y2), George(Y3), Nell (Y4), Reuben (Y5), Alice (Y6)

Living our Christian values:
Felix (Rec), Elena (Y1), Oscar (Y2), Lyla (Y3), Freddie (Y4), Reuben (Y5), Toby (Y6)

Living our school vision:
Amelia (Rec), Esme (Y1), Jack (Y2), William (Y3), Ellie (Y4), Corey (Y5), Phoebe (Y6)

Living our school vision and flourishing:
William H – Excellent enthusiasm and manners.

Golden (Play) Welly Award:
Jack R – Showing excellent friendship. 



"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker – Headteacher

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary 
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) 

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Developing a Culture of Talk  - Big Questions

Linked to our Christian value of Faithfulness and our focus on spiritual development (Self, Others, World & Beauty, and Beyond)

🌟 How can we show faithfulness in the choices we make each day?

Being faithful means sticking with what is right — even when it’s not easy. It means looking after people, keeping promises, and
caring for our world. When we act faithfully, we help make things fairer for others and protect the environment we all share.

You might like to talk about a time when you kept a promise, stood up for someone, or looked after something important — and 
why that mattered.

Art & Architecture
Year 2 have begun planning their own 
architectural models, inspired by the work of 
Sir Christopher Wren. They carefully sketched 
their ideas first, thinking about shape, 
structure and detail, before preparing to build 
their designs. 

Geography: Maps and Places
Year 1 have been exploring places and maps in 
Geography. They enjoyed learning how to use 
an atlas and discovered the countries of the 
UK, along with their capital cities.

Nature and Friendship
In Nursery, children took part in the Big 
Garden Birdwatch, carefully painting their own 
birds while practising colour mixing — the 
results were beautiful.

In Reception, children enjoyed the story The 
Polar Bear and the Snow Cloud, exploring what 
makes a good friend and creating new friends 
for the Polar Bear across the different areas of 
provision.

Class Worship
Year 2 led a wonderful worship linked to our 
Global Citizenship focus on Justice and 
Responsibility. The children reflected 
thoughtfully on historical figures who stood up 
for change, including Florence Nightingale, and 
shared learning from across the curriculum, 
including caring for our environment. They 
spoke with confidence, passion and genuine 
care — a real credit to them all. Thank you to 
the parents and carers who joined us, 
especially in such challenging weather!

Healthy Lifestyles Workshop
Year 4 enjoyed a workshop led by the School 
Nursing Team, focusing on healthy lifestyles. 
They considered how to monitor healthy 
eating, hydration, screen time and physical 
activity, and took part in active games to raise 
their heart rates and deepen understanding.

Computing: Video Production
Year 5 are thoroughly enjoying their 
computing unit on video production. Last 
week, they created detailed storyboard plans 
in preparation for filming their own short 
videos.

Safeguarding 
Online Safety

Next week’s online safety focus is Smart tech, safe
choices, exploring how children can use AI safely and
responsibly. The UK Safer Internet Centre has shared
helpful guidance for parents, including what AI is, how
it’s used, its limitations, and how to support children to
think critically, stay creative, and ask for help when
unsure. Please see the linked advice page for simple,
practical tips to support safe conversations at home.
(LINK)

Howard’s Arcade Challenge – Complete! 
Our Howard’s Arcade Stay and Learn sessions 
have now come to a close, and what a 
fantastic success they have been! It has been 
wonderful to welcome so many parents and 
carers into school to work alongside the 
children, sharing creativity, problem-solving 
and teamwork.

Across the school, pupils rose to the design 
challenge with enthusiasm and imagination. In 
Early Years, children took a slightly different 
approach, designing and building models of 
Ackworth by choosing community buildings 
and constructing them using cardboard boxes 
and simple materials — the results were 
brilliant and full of thoughtful detail.

A huge thank you to all the families who 
joined us. Your support, encouragement and 
involvement made these sessions truly 
special, and we hope you enjoyed the 
experience as much as the children did.

Art: Hidden Stories in Paintings
Year 3 explored Netherlandish Proverbs by 
Pieter Bruegel the Elder, spotting tiny figures 
in the busy scene (a bit like Where’s Wally?). 
They zoomed in on one character and used 
graded pencils to build tone, texture, and fine 
detail — producing some impressive 
observational drawings.

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-young-people

