
Attendance

Attendance Champions: 
Year 2, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%. 
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far – 96.6%

NEWSLETTER
19.1.26

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

School Calendar

January 2026
20th – Water Safety Assembly

21st – Y3&4 Stay and Learn (9:15am-10am)
21st – Y1&2 Stay and Learn (2:30pm-3:15pm)

23rd – Big Me Day
27th – Y2 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)

29th – Y5&6 Stay and Learn (9:15am-10am)
29th – N&R Stay and Learn (2:30pm-3:15pm)

February 2026
4th – Ukulele Performance (Y4 Parents Invited – 2:50pm)

6th – Open Afternoon
9th – 13th – Children’s Mental Health and Online Safety Week

11th – School Disco
12th – Y5 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am) *Please note 

that this is a change of date from the 3rd

13th – School Closed for February Half Term
23rd – School Reopens for Spring 2

March 2026
5th – World Book Day

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar

Recent Letters:
Stay and Learn Sessions

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 
value of: TRUTH

This week’s focus will be: 
🤝 SINCERITY:

“Love must be sincere.” – Romans 12:9 
This reminds us that our words and actions should be real and kind. 

Being sincere means meaning what we say and caring from the 
heart. 

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is JUSTICE

Week Ending 16.1.26

Reception 99.0%

Year 1 94.7%

Year 2 100%

Year 3 99.0%

Year 4 97.6%

Year 5 96.0%

Year 6 94.5%

Overall 97.3%

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have another busy and exciting week ahead in school. We are delighted to launch our upcoming
Stay and Learn sessions with the Howard’s Arcade Challenge, focused on Design Technology. Pupils
are already immersed in creativity, problem-solving and hands-on designing, and we look forward
to welcoming families into school to complete the process alongside their children.

Design briefs were sent home recently and are included in this week’s newsletter. You should also
have received further details via the Arbor in-app messaging service. We are excited to see how
pupils’ ideas develop.

This Friday is BIG ME Day, a whole-school event linked to our Global Citizenship thread of Justice.
Through worship and classroom activities, pupils will reflect on aspirations, fairness and how
different careers can make a positive difference in society. Children are invited to dress as their
dream job and take part in activities designed to encourage ambition alongside social
responsibility.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/stay-and-learn-sessions-open-afternoon-dt.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jKL31wMVvE6FJza54NW94i7fVliBMHVIjOlZQj0VF3hUNUUzS1I2TEVFNDZXUEI4Mk9DTkZTTlVKMS4u
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"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker – Headteacher

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary 
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) 

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Developing a Culture of Talk  - Dinner Debate

Linked to our Christian value of Sincerity and our focus on spiritual development (Self, Others, World & Beauty, and Beyond)

🌟 How can we show we really mean what we say?

This question encourages children to think about being genuine — using honest words, showing real kindness, and making sure 
their actions match their words. It helps children understand how sincerity builds trust, fairness, and caring relationships with 

others.

You might like to share a simple moment when kind or honest words made someone feel valued, or when your child showed care 
that truly came from the heart.

Fitness Focus
Year 6 have launched their new PE unit on 
fitness, taking part in circuit training. They 
explored a range of exercises designed to 
build strength, stamina and wellbeing —
many of which they can practise at home too.

Gymnastics in Action
Year 5 have shown excellent gymnastics 
skills, confidently performing balances, rolls 
and sequences. Their teamwork, focus and 
willingness to challenge themselves were 
particularly impressive.

Computing with Resilience
Year 4 demonstrated fantastic resilience in 
Computing as they revisited Turtle Logo. 
Using their knowledge of commands, they 
created increasingly complex shapes and 
persevered when things didn’t work first 
time.

Word Wise
In literacy, Year 3 have been sharpening their 
dictionary skills. They practised finding 
definitions, ordering words alphabetically, 
and creating their own glossaries — building 
independence and confidence with 
vocabulary.

Following Instructions
Year 2 have been learning how to follow and 
write clear instructions. They put this into 
practice by working collaboratively to make 
bird feeders, which are now outside for the 
birds to enjoy.

Winter Explorers & Artists
Year 1 explored the school grounds to spot 
signs of winter, noticing bare branches, soggy 
leaves and muddy paths. In Art, they created 
textured rubbings from their environment 
and collaged them into their sketchbooks.

Recruitment – Join the Team

We are currently recruiting for a Cleaning Assistant, and the 
advert is now live. Further details can be found here: [LINK]. 
Please do share this opportunity with anyone who may be 
interested.

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Blyth (Rec), Hunter (Y1), Rose (Y2), Vivienne (Y3), Isabelle (Y4), 

Poppy (Y5), Bella (Y6)

Living our Christian values:
Reagan (Rec), Chloe (Y1), Oliver (Y2), Gyven (Y3), Edison (Y4), 

Noah (Y5), Daisy (Y6)

Living our school vision:
Hallie (Rec), Holly (Y1), Canada (Y2), Bobby (Y3), Mia (Y4), 

Bradley (Y5), Isla (Y6)

Living our school vision and flourishing:
Isla R – Excellent perseverance and resilience this half term.

Golden (Play) Welly Award:
Beba B – Keeping others safe and alerting them to dangers. 

Is my child too ill for school?

It is usually appropriate for parents and carers to send
their children to school with mild respiratory illnesses.
This would include general cold symptoms: a minor
cough, runny nose or sore throat. However, children
should not be sent to school if they have a temperature
of 38°C or above.

Please refer to the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’
guidance which has further information and will help
support any decision to keep your child absent:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-
school/

Penguin Learning
Reception have loved learning all about 
penguins through The Emperor’s Egg. They 
labelled penguin body parts using their 
phonics, developed scissor skills by making 
spiral penguins, and shared fascinating facts 
they had learned.

https://wamdcli.webitrent.com/wamdcli_webrecruitment/wrd/run/ETREC107GF.open?VACANCY_ID=1BNa450744&WVID=1R0q139950
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

