
Attendance

Attendance Champions: 
Year 5, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%. 
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far – 96.4%

NEWSLETTER
15.12.25

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Dear Parents/Carers,

As we reach the end of a busy and inspiring term, it has been a privilege to see the continued strength of pupil agency across our 
school. Our Wellbeing Ambassadors led a thoughtful worship on healthy choices, and recent class worships have demonstrated 
the confidence, maturity, and depth of thinking that sit at the heart of our curriculum. These moments illustrate how powerfully
our children shape and contribute to school life.

Thank you for your ongoing support. The partnership between home and school remains a defining feature of Ackworth Howard, 
and it is evident every day in the attitudes, kindness, and sense of belonging shown by our pupils.

My thanks also go to our dedicated staff, whose commitment ensures that our vision of educating for life in all its fullness 
continues to be lived out meaningfully.

As this is our final newsletter of 2025, I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas. I hope the final week of term brings 
enjoyment and celebration for you and your children.

School Calendar

December 2025
16th – Christmas Productions (KS1 2pm & EYFS 9:30am)
17th - Christmas Productions (KS1 9:30am & EYFS 2pm)
19th – KS2 Carol Service (KS2 parents invite – 9:45am)

19th – School closes for Christmas

January 2026
5th – School Closed (INSET Day – Teacher Training)

6th (Tuesday) – School Reopens
23rd – Big Me Day

27th – Y2 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)

February 2026
3rd – Y5 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)

6th – Open Afternoon
9th – 13th – Children’s Mental Health and Online Safety Week

11th – School Disco
13th – School Closed for February Half Term

23rd – School Reopens (Spring 2)

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar

Recent Letters:
Stay and Learn Sessions / After School Activity Clubs

/ Spring Menu

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 
value of: TRUST

This week’s focus will be: 
🌿 CONFIDENCE:

“I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” –
Philippians 4:13

This reminds us to have confidence in ourselves and in God’s 
help, knowing we can face challenges with courage and faith.

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is VALUES AND 

PERCEPTIONS

Week Ending 12.12.25

Reception 93.3%

Year 1 98.6%

Year 2 95.7%

Year 3 95.3%

Year 4 95.2%

Year 5 96.0%

Year 6 93.5%

Overall 95.4%

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/stay-and-learn-sessions-open-afternoon-dt.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/after-school-activity-clubs-aut-25_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/spring-2026.pdf
https://youtu.be/ZeoNquingJU?si=pjLE6oouxa803ewC


Christingle Service Representatives
Poppy and Grace were fantastic ambassadors for our 
school at the Christingle service at St Cuthbert’s last 
weekend. They read clearly and confidently — even 
without a working microphone — and helped with the 
collection buckets, raising over £240 for The Children’s 
Society. They truly did Howard proud.

Writing Focus 
Year 4 have been editing their independent writing 
inspired by The Lost Thing. Pupils used a clever ‘whisper 
and listen’ technique to spot improvements and refine 
their work.

"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker – Headteacher

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary 
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) 

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Developing a Culture of Talk  - Dinner Debate

Linked to our Christian value of Confidence and our focus on spiritual development (Self, Others, World & Beauty, and Beyond)

🌟When do you feel brave enough to try something new?

This question helps children think about moments when they need confidence — having a go, keeping calm when something feels 
tricky, and believing they can improve. It links to Self by encouraging children to recognise their own strengths, and to Others as 

they learn how to cheer friends on and celebrate each other’s efforts.

You might want to share a simple time when you or your child tried something new or challenging — and how being brave helped 
you grow.

Geography & Writing 
Year 5 have been researching South 
American countries and planning persuasive 
travel brochures, linking their Geography 
learning with purposeful writing.

RE – Deep Thinking and Knowledge
Year 6 have completed their RE unit with a 
thoughtful assessment focused on 
Incarnation and the question of whether 
Jesus was the Messiah. The children 
produced impressive double-page spreads, 
demonstrating strong understanding, depth 
of knowledge, and mature reflection.

A Wonderful Day at the Theatre
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic 
trip to Leeds Playhouse to watch Stick Man come 
to life on stage. The show was full of energy, 
music and laughter, and it was a joy to see the 
children experiencing a much-loved story in a 
new way. Well done to all the children for their 
excellent behaviour, and thank you to everyone 
who helped make the visit such a success.

Ackworth Schools Christmas Service
It was lovely to see local schools come together 
for the annual Ackworth Schools Christmas 
Service on Friday. Year 4 represented The 
Howard School beautifully, singing confidently 
and sharing thoughtful prayers. Thank you to St 
Cuthbert’s Church for hosting such a special 
occasion.

Pupil Leadership in Action 
Our Wellbeing Ambassadors led an inspiring 
worship, sharing messages about healthy snacks, 
where to find support in school, and launching 
their pupil-designed Winter Wellbeing Walk. 
Their leadership is already making a positive 
difference to pupils’ wellbeing — we are 
incredibly proud of them.

Class Worship 
Year 3 led their class worship with confidence 
and enthusiasm. It was a pleasure to welcome 
parents into school and see pupils share their 
learning so clearly. Well done, Year 3.

DT in Action 
Year 1 have been applying their DT skills to 
design and create stable pencil pots. Great 
problem-solving and creativity on display.

Christmas Learning in EYFS
Reception have continued exploring the 
Christmas story, using small-world figures to 
retell and act it out. In Nursery, children 
designed their own Christmas jumpers using 
cutting and sticking skills and proudly wore them 
on Friday.

History in Action 
Year 2 concluded their Great Fire of London topic 
by exploring its impact on modern Britain and 
proudly sharing their models.

Get ready for a digital festive season…

Set your child up for online safety this festive season. 

Whether it’s a new device or one they’ve inherited, set 

it up with step-by-step guides and a personalised safety 

plan before wrapping it. Click the link below for expert 

advice and peace of mind as children explore online 

over the holidays.

Internet Matters – Digital Safety

We are delighted to share that Mrs Thompson’s baby, Betty 
Jane Thompson, was born on Friday. Wonderful news, and 
we send our warmest congratulations and best wishes to 

Mrs Thompson and her family.

https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-festive-season/#toolkit

