Dear Parents/Carers,

wintry conditions in the weeks ahead.

and we wish all candidates the very best of luck.

BIG ME Day — Friday 23™ January

and fairness. Pupils are invited to dress as their dream job.

Attendance

Week Ending 9.1.26

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Overall

Attendance Champions:
Reception & Year 2, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%.
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far — 96.6%

’ Values for Life \

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the
value of: TRUTH

This week’s focus will be:
@ INTEGRITY:
“The one who lives with integrity walks securely.” — Proverbs 10:9
This reminds us that doing the right thing — even when no one is
watching — helps us become trustworthy people others can rely on.

As we begin the new term, the colder weather has brought a noticeable drop in temperatures, and we may experience further

Thank you to the parents who put themselves forward for the Parent Governor election — further information is shared below,

Next Friday is BIG ME Day, a special event linked to our Global Citizenship thread of Justice. The day will begin with worship,
where pupils will explore themes of social justice and consider how different careers can help tackle inequality and promote
social responsibility. For example, some barbers offer free haircuts to people experiencing homelessness to support them in
preparing for job interviews — a simple but powerful way professionals can make a difference.

Throughout the day, children will take part in a range of activities designed to help them think about aspirations, opportunity

The day is inspired by ActionAid’s BIG ME campaign, which encourages children to reflect on their ambitions while also
considering the barriers faced by children in marginalised communities.

Parent Governor Election

As a result, a parent ball
to vote to elect their re
Each parent is entitled

ot is nowlive. All parents are invited
Presentative to the Governing Body.

to one vote, re
: , regardless of how
children they have at the school, e

Further information apo

ut the ; .
Statements and the oni role, along with candidate

ne voting link, can pe found here:

[LINK].

The ballot wil| close on Friday 23rd January 2026

School Calendar

January 2026 ")
215t — Y3&4 Stay and Learn (9:15am-10am) T
215t Y1&2 Stay and Learn (2:30pm-3:15pm)
23— Big Me Day
27t — Y2 Class Worship (Parents Invited — 9:15am)
29t — Y586 Stay and Learn (9:15am-10am)
29t — N&R Stay and Learn (2:30pm-3:15pm)

February 2026
3rd— Y5 Class Worship (Parents Invited — 9:15am)
6th — Open Afternoon
9th — 13th — Children’s Mental Health and Online Safety Week
11t — School Disco
13t — School Closed for February Half Term

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar
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https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/stay-and-learn-sessions-open-afternoon-dt.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/after-school-activity-clubs-aut-25_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/spring-2026.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jKL31wMVvE6FJza54NW94i7fVliBMHVIjOlZQj0VF3hUNUUzS1I2TEVFNDZXUEI4Mk9DTkZTTlVKMS4u
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Winter Wonders

Nursery have been busy exploring winter through
creative activities. Children made winter trees using
glitter glue, cotton wool and snowflake sequins, and
developed fine motor skills by wrapping white wool
around nail boards to create snowflake patterns.

Frozen World

Reception are thoroughly enjoying their new topic,
Frozen World. Recent cold weather provided the
perfect stimulus as children explored how freezing
temperatures affected resources left outside
overnight, sparking curiosity and thoughtful
discussion.

Printing with Purpose

In Art, Year 1 have been learning about printmaking,
using their own bodies to create bold and S
imaginative prints. A fun and practical way to explore ° l 5
shape, pattern and movement.

N\

Grammar Teamwork

Year 2 have been working collaboratively to identify
statements and commands, building strong
foundations for writing clear instructions. Excellent
teamwork and thoughtful discussion throughout.

Sound Science

Year 4 launched their Sound topic with hands-on
investigations, discovering that sounds are made by
vibrations. Using instruments and everyday objects,
they explored what was vibrating and why —
fantastic scientific enquiry skills on show.

Myths and Legends
Year 3 have been exploring myths in literacy,
watching the epic battle of Talos from Jason and the
Argonauts. They were completely captivated, and
this excitement carried through into their powerful
and engaging written retellings.

Staff Update

Following a period of absence, Miss Becky O’Brien has made
the decision not to return to her role as Cleaning Assistant and
will therefore be leaving our school. We would like to thank
Becky for her contribution during her time with us and wish her
well for the future.

We are now recruiting for a Cleaning Assistant, and the advert
is now live. Further details can be found here: . Please do
share this opportunity with anyone who may be interested.

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder)

What Are We Learning — Spring 1 (LINK)
We nurture pupils’ personal development so they are
ready to become confident, compassionate global
citizens, equipped with skills for lifelong learning.

This is achieved through our Christian values, thoughtful
exploration of local and global issues, dedicated time in
class and collective worship, a strong PSHE curriculum,
and high-quality Religious Education.

Each half term, we focus on a core value. This half term,
our focus is Truth, closely linked to our Global Citizenship
thread of Justice. This is further supported through our
PSHE unit Don’t Forget to Let Love In, which helps
children understand emotions, practise forgiveness, and
restore relationships.

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Reggie (Rec), Ebrima (Y1), Eva (Y2), Sofia(Y3), Theo (Y4),
Viktoria (Y5), Hallie (Y6)

Living our Christian values:

Drew (Rec), Mollie (Y1), Albie (Y2), Rose (Y3), George (Y4),
Bowen (Y5), Toby (Y6)

Living our school vision:

Milo (Rec), Eliza (Y1), Jack (Y2), Annie (Y3), Erin (Y4), Lottie (Y5),
Ava (Y6)

Living our school vision and flourishing:

Erin C — Being a reliable and trustworthy member of our school.
Golden (Play) Welly Award:

George G — Showing fairness when playing games and through
friendships.

"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker — Headteacher

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’



https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/what-are-we-learning-this-half-term.-spr-1-2025-v2.pdf
https://wamdcli.webitrent.com/wamdcli_webrecruitment/wrd/run/ETREC107GF.open?VACANCY_ID=1BNa450744&WVID=1R0q139950
https://hub.wakefieldscp.org.uk/water-safety-wakefield/
https://www.rlss.org.uk/pages/category/winter-water-safety
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/seasonal-advice/travel/out-and-about/winter-water-safety
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/support-us/our-campaigns/safety-on-our-waterways/winter-water-safety

