
Attendance

Attendance Champions: 
Year 3, Well Done!

Our school attendance expectation is 97%. 
Well done to everyone who achieved this.

Cumulative (2025-26) total so far – 96.2%

NEWSLETTER
1.12.25

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

School Calendar

December 2025
1st – Beauty and the Beast Pantomime (Tickets Available)

2nd – Y6 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)
8th – Y3 Class Worship (Parents Invited – 9:15am)

11th – Stick Man Theatre Visit (Rec-Y2)
12th – Christmas Dinner / Jumper Day (£1 Suggested Donation – Save the 

Children)
12th – Ackworth School Christmas Service (Y4 parents invited – 1:45pm)

16th – Christmas Productions (KS1 2pm & EYFS 9:30am)
17th - Christmas Productions (KS1 9:30am & EYFS 2pm)
19th – KS2 Carol Service (KS2 parents invite – 9:45am)

19th – School closes for Christmas

January 2026
5th – School Closed (INSET Day – Teacher Training)

6th (Tuesday) – School Reopens

2025-2026 Key Dates Calendar

Recent Letters:
NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. Programme / Pantomime

Values for Life

This half term in collective worship we are focusing upon the 
value of: TRUST

This week’s focus will be: 
🌿 DEPENDABLE:

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with 
much.” – Luke 16:10

This reminds us that being dependable—keeping our word 
and doing our best—helps others know they can count on us.

Global Citizenship Thread
This half term our whole school Thread is VALUES AND 

PERCEPTIONS

Week Ending 28.11.25

Reception 97.0%

Year 1 91.4%

Year 2 96.0%

Year 3 93.0%

Year 4 97.6%

Year 5 98.0%

Year 6 90.0%

Overall 94.7%

Dear Parents/Carers,

This week marks the beginning of Advent, a special time in our Church school calendar. Advent invites us 
to pause, prepare, and reflect as we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus. It is a season shaped 
by hope, peace, joy, and love — values we will explore with pupils over the coming weeks.

Thank you to Bunches & Blooms for creating our beautiful Advent wreath. It provides a thoughtful focal 
point for our reflections and worship as we journey through this meaningful season together.

On Friday we were delighted to welcome the Twinkl Phonics filming team, alongside their National 
Leader, as part of our role as a Twinkl Phonics Champion School. Throughout the morning they visited 
Nursery, Reception and Year 1 to observe lessons, speak with staff, and capture examples of high-quality 
early reading practice.

The footage taken will be used nationally to support and train staff in other schools, showcasing effective 
phonics teaching and the enthusiasm of our pupils as they learn to read.

We are incredibly proud of our children and staff for representing Ackworth Howard so positively.

https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/2025-2026-key-dates.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/nspccs-speak-out.-stay-safe.-programme_0.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/pantomime-2025-beauty-and-the-beast.pdf
https://www.ackworthhowardschool.co.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/media/files/nspccs-speak-out.-stay-safe.-programme_0.pdf


Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’



"Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.”
Michael Walker – Headteacher

Proud of our partnership with Mshikamano (Solidarity) Primary 
School Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder) 

Educating for ‘life in all its fullness.’

Developing a Culture of Talk  - Dinner Debate

Linked to our Christian value of dependable and our focus on spiritual development (Self, Others, World & Beauty, and Beyond)

What does it mean to be someone others can depend on?

This question helps children think about being reliable — keeping promises, helping when needed, and doing the right thing even 
when it’s hard. Being dependable helps everyone feel safe, cared for, and supported.

You might want to share a quick example of when someone depended on you, or when your child kept to a promise or helped 
someone — and how that made a difference.

Designing Torches
Year 4 put their electrical knowledge to 
excellent use in DT, designing and making 
their own torches. They considered shape, 
size, usability, and ways to incorporate 
circuits and switches. Great creativity and 
problem-solving on display.

Investigating Light
Year 6 have been exploring how we see 
light by carrying out a series of practical 
investigations. They examined how 
refraction creates optical illusions and were 
fascinated by how bending light can change 
what we think we see. A great week of 
scientific enquiry and curiosity!

Digital Art
Year 1 have done an amazing job using their 
computer skills to create digital art. They 
experimented with colours, tools and 
shapes to produce brilliant pieces of work!

Howard Family Celebration Worship
Gathering Together and Encouraging One Another

The following children have been recognised for their:

Outstanding achievements through the school week:
Roman (Rec), Nevada (Y1), Eva (Y2), Millie (Y3), Theo (Y4), Carter 

(Y5), Millie (Y6)

Living our Christian values:
Hallie (Rec), Wilfred (Y1), Jack (Y2), Joshua (Y3), Isaac (Y4), Bowen 

(Y5), Greta (Y6)

Living our school vision:
Josephine (Rec), Hunter (Y1), Phoebe (Y2), Amber (Y3), Huw (Y4), 

Lily (Y5), Toby (Y6)

Living our school vision and flourishing:
Ivy E – For being an amazing role model and acting selflessly to help 

the adults with a problem!

Golden (Play) Welly Award:
Roman J – Independent choosing to never give up!

Scientific Enquiry
Year 5 planned and carried out an 
investigation into the best materials for a 
lunchbox, applying their knowledge of 
thermal conductors and insulators with 
impressive independence.

Hibernation Station
Nursery have enjoyed Hibernation Station
by Michelle Meadows. In the mark-making 
area, children drew hibernating animals 
travelling along the “track” ready to board 
the Hibernation Train.

Light, Darkness and Staying Safe
Reception shared thoughtful ideas during 
their ‘Me Moments’ discussion on light 
sources and how darkness can make us 
feel. They also reflected on key messages 
from the NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe 
programme, identifying safe adults and 
joining in with Pantosaurus activities.

Investigating Soil
Year 3 have been learning what soil is 
made from and explored the school 
grounds to find organic matter such as 
decaying leaves and logs — a great hands-
on enquiry.

Worship with Howard Bear
Howard Bear joined Year 2 in worship to 
encourage the children to persevere and 
show commitment when things feel 
challenging.


